Exodus 1:1-2:10




7/8 Feb 06
Try to skim-read the whole of Exodus, especially if you aren’t already familiar with the main story.
1:1-7
· The first word of Exodus (not translated in our Bibles) is “and.”  How does it follow on from Genesis? (look especially at Genesis 1:28; 15:5, 13-16; 17:4-8; 35:9-12; 46:1-9)
· What progress has been made in fulfilling God’s promises to Abraham by Exodus 1:7?  What remains to be done?
1:8-2:10
· How does the clash with Pharaoh unfold?
Application

· What do we learn about God?
· What do we learn about God’s people?


 Exodus 2:11-4:31




14/15 Feb 06
· What does 2:11-22 tell us about Moses?
· At the burning bush, Moses raises 5 objections to what God says.  What are they?
· How does this compare with what we saw of Moses in 2:11-22?
· What are the main things God says in response?
· Why is God acting?
· What do you think might be the big lesson (or lessons) of the passage?

Exodus 5:1-6:27




7/8 Mar 06
· How does the Israelites’ attitude develop from 4:29-31?  Why?
· What does God emphasise in his response, 6:2-8?
· What has been revealed in Exodus, up to the end of this passage, about what will be involved in the rescue?
· What is emphasised about Moses and Aaron in 6:10-27?  Why do you think this is? (read ahead slightly into chapter 7 to see if this helps!)
· What does this passage tell us about God?  About God’s people?


Exodus 6:28-10:29



14/15 Mar 06
· Why do you think there were so many plagues?
· What do they have in common?  What differences are there?
· Why did God bring the plagues (look carefully for a number of places where he answers this)?
· What clues do we have about what the final plague will involve?
· What does this passage teach us about God?  About Pharaoh?  About God’s people?

 

Exodus 11:1-13:16



21/22 Mar 06
· What expectations of the form the rescue will take do we have by the beginning of this passage?
· Try to subdivide the passage into 4 or 5 sections and give each a subtitle.
· Think carefully about what we are meant to learn about the ultimate rescue, through Christ, from the Passover.
· What does God want his people to do, in the light of the rescue?  What might this mean for us today?

· What does this passage teach us about God? 


Exodus 13:17-17:16



2/3 May 06
· What are the main scenes of this section?  (try dividing it according to where the events take place)
· What happens in each scene?
· What are the various ways Israel respond to God?  Why?
· What role does Moses play?
· In what ways are we like Israel in our responses to God?



Exodus 18-20




9/10 May 06
Chapter 18

· What similarities and differences are there between chapter 18 and 17:8-16?  Why do you think we might be told these things?
Chapters 19-20
· What do we learn (or are we reminded) about God?  How are we taught these things here?
· How do the Israelites respond to God in these chapters?  Why?  How does this compare with the sort of relationship with God we expect and seek?
· How is our situation similar to Israel’s?  How is it different?  Start to think through how the law applies to Christians and non-Christians today.
Exodus 21-24




16/17 May 06
· How does this passage develop the theme of God’s relationship with his people?
· What sort of areas do the laws cover?  (list some of the main types of law)
· How do you think we are meant to apply the laws today?  What are some of the difficulties applying the laws?
· Why would it have been important for Israel to know how the conquering of the land would go?
· If you could identify one ultimate concern of God in the passage, what would it be?



Exodus 25-31




23/24 May 06
Try to get into the passage, for example by reading it aloud (takes about 30mins) or printing it off from www.biblegateway.com and highlighting, annotating etc. bits that strike you as significant.  
· What are some of the key features of the tabernacle (including how it is constructed)?  Why might we be told all these details?
· What is the role of a priest?
· How does this section fit into Exodus as a whole?
· How are the ideas here picked up in the New Testament?  It might help to skim-read the book of Hebrews.

· How do you think we (as Christians) are meant to respond to the tabernacle and priesthood?
Exodus 32-34




6/7 June 06
· What exactly was the sin with the golden calf?
· What do we learn about God from his response?
· Is Israel in a better or worse situation by the end of the passage?
· How does this passage relate to the rest of Exodus?  E.g. is it a shock?  Does it reveal familiar truths?

· How does the New Testament apply these chapters?


Exodus 35-40




13/14 June 06
· How does the tabernacle-building compare to the instructions of ch.25-31? (look for clues in ch.35-40!)
· Is this what you would have expected to follow the golden calf episode?  Why?
· How do we feel by the end of Exodus?  If we didn’t have the rest of the Bible, what expectations would we have for the next chapter in Israel’s history?  Why?
· What have you learnt about God, and about our human nature, through Exodus?



Exodus Review




20/21 June 06
· What was Israel’s situation with regard to God’s promises to Abraham (a land, many people, relationship with God):
a) at the start of Exodus

b) at the end of Exodus

· What problems appeared to threaten the fulfillment of God’s promises in Exodus?  How were they resolved?  What did this show about God?
· Read Isaiah 11:11, 15-16 (in the context of chapters 11 & 12), and 35:8-10.  What’s involved in the “second exodus” (in other words, the gospel of Jesus)?  How are we to respond?
· In the light of the things we’ve looked at, how should the book of Exodus help us in our own spiritual lives?
















