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Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.”
27

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

Genesis 1:26-2:3
Mark O’Donoghue
Introduction: What does it mean to be human?
1) We were created to rule
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And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on
the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have
them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to
every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And
God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished
his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed
the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God
rested from all his work that he had done in creation.
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Distinctive creatures

2) We were created with responsibility



Dependent creatures

3) We were created for relationship



Devoted creatures

Conclusion: Why Jesus is such good news!

Hebrews 2:5-9
5
Now it was not to angels that God subjected the
world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has
been testified somewhere,
“What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the
son of man, that you care for him? 7 You made
him for a little while lower than the angels; you
have crowned him with glory and honour,
8
putting everything in subjection under his feet.”
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he
left nothing outside his control. At present, we do
not yet see everything in subjection to him.9 But we
see him who for a little while was made lower than
the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and
honour because of the suffering of death, so that by
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
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