
 
OLYMPIC SPECIAL 
‘Going for gold’ 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
 
IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction 
 
      - the church in Corinth 
 
 
 
      - the Apostle Paul 

 
 
 
1. 1. 1. 1.     A teasing questionA teasing questionA teasing questionA teasing question 
 
"Do you not know…?"  (v24) 
 
 
 
David Garland (BECNT) writes ‘The use of the 
(metaphor) would have struck a chord because 
Corinth sponsored the Isthmian games, a pan-
Hellenic festival celebrated every second year and 
featuring many of the same contestants who 
competed in the Olympian. The Isthmian games 
"dominated the highly competitive culture of 
Roman Corinth" (Horsley)’  
 
 
 

2. 2. 2. 2.     A simple commandA simple commandA simple commandA simple command 
 
"So run that …" (v24) 

 
 
 
 
 

3. 3. 3. 3.     A serious purposeA serious purposeA serious purposeA serious purpose 
 
    - for himself (v26-27) 
 
 
 
 
    - for his readers (v24-25) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OLYMPIC SPECIAL 
‘Going for gold’ 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
 
IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction 
 
      - the church in Corinth 
 
 
 
      - the Apostle Paul 

 
 
 
1. 1. 1. 1.     A teasing questionA teasing questionA teasing questionA teasing question 
 
"Do you not know…?"  (v24) 
 
 
 
David Garland (BECNT) writes ‘The use of the 
(metaphor) would have struck a chord because 
Corinth sponsored the Isthmian games, a pan-
Hellenic festival celebrated every second year and 
featuring many of the same contestants who 
competed in the Olympian. The Isthmian games 
"dominated the highly competitive culture of 
Roman Corinth" (Horsley)’  
 
 
 

2. 2. 2. 2.     A simple commandA simple commandA simple commandA simple command 
 
"So run that …" (v24) 

 
 
 
 
 

3. 3. 3. 3.     A serious purposeA serious purposeA serious purposeA serious purpose 
 
    - for himself (v26-27) 
 
 
 
 
    - for his readers (v24-25) 
 

 
 


