St Peter’s Barge w/e away, 25-27th October 2008


GOD’S AGENDA FOR THE WORLD

Four studies in Isaiah
Sat am  #1
Is 1:1-5:30  

The view from heaven

   #2
Is 6:1-7 & 40:1-11 
God’s spokesman on earth 
Sat eve  #3
Is 12:1-6

The Saviour King
Sun am  #4
Is 66:18-24
       
God’s big agenda


    #5
Q & A

Followed by prayer for the progress of God’s mission to bring salvation to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 49:6).
The prophet Isaiah was God’s spokesman in Jerusalem in the 8thC BC, during the reign of four of Judah’s kings.  His message, concentrating on the twin themes of judgement and salvation, was a powerful word from God to the people in his own day and also a vital word for future generations.

Isaiah spoke of the majesty and authority of the only true God, the LORD, and foresaw the coming of his anointed servant who would suffer for the sins of many, and bring salvation to the ends of the earth.  God’s mission was central in Isaiah’s prophetic ministry as he addressed the people of his own day, anticipating an imminent time of exile and announcing God’s promise of comfort that would bring it to an end. In a staggering closing vision, Isaiah looked into the future and set out God’s agenda for the world until the end of time.

The NT writers repeatedly refer to the book of Isaiah, emphasising that Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled the prophecy in his miraculous birth, his mighty works and his sacrificial death on the cross.  Likewise Christ will fulfil Isaiah’s portrayal of the distant future when he returns to establish justice amongst the nations and, in the meantime, pursues his mission to bring salvation to all peoples..  

#1
THE VIEW FROM HEAVEN

Isaiah 1:1 – 5:30
Introduction
The God who sees …

eg Hagar and the water well Beer Lahai Roi  (see Ex 16:7-14)
 
Isaiah 1:1 - 2:22
1.    
God sees the present  1:2-9
 Therefore Isaiah can analyse what is happening in his world

  = 8th century BC (see list of kings in 1:1) 
What God sees: Wayward children (v2-3) … a sinful nation (v4) …a sick body (5-6)… an object of ridicule (v7-8)…
1:9 “If God…”

 2.    
God sees the future    2:1- 22
Therefore Isaiah is able to predict what will happen.
· A new mountain (v1-3) and a new age (v4)
· A terrible judgement (V12-22) “The LORD has a day…”
Thus:

3:1 - 4:1 Disaster is coming
= events of early 6thC (see 2 Kings 25:1-12) … into exile
4:2-6 
Salvation is promised  “In that day …
 3.    
God sees what is most important now    1:10 - 20
Therefore Isaiah is able to preach a message of hope.
“Hear the word of the LORD” (v10) 
NB what really matters is:
· not formal religious observance (11-15)

· but washing and repentance (v16-20)
So what?

The person and character of God in Isaiah:
· A speaking God  
(1:2 etc)
· A seeing God
(1:2-8 etc)

plus

· The creator 
(40:12-28)
· The one and only  
(44:6-8)
· The “Holy One of Israel”      (40:25; 43:3; 54:5)

 Hence e.g. 5:1-30 portrait
a) Isaiah’s song v1-7  “My beloved…”
b) Woe to the wicked (v8-25)

c) Destruction of the vineyard (v26-30)
 cf the Parable of the Tenants - see Mt 21:33-44

Some questions to think through:

· What does this teach / remind me about God? 

(in contrast to idols e.g. 44:9-20)
· How might this affect my future? 
· Is there anything I must acknowledge, or do, today?
#2
GOD’S SPOKESMAN ON EARTH 
Isaiah 6:1-7 & 40:1-11
Two commissions:
(i)  740BC when Isaiah ~30 years old

Isaiah 6:1-7 
· What did Isaiah see?

· What did God provide for him?

· How might this affect the way Isaiah preaches?

· Are there any lessons here for you?

NB The function of a prophet – see Ex 7:1-2

The message

· Imminent doom  8:1-10

Two visions (= “Oracles”) :-

8:1-4

Time is short
  cf 7:14-17


8:5-10

Judgement is inevitable
· No more gloom  9:2
From darkness to light

The messenger
Despite "woe to me" (see 6:5) Isaiah is to :

· Walk a different way 
8:12-13

· Trust in God


8:14-15

In practice this involved e.g. ch36-39

NB The structure and unity of the book…see diagram
ii)  c700BC when Isaiah ~70 years old
Isaiah 40:1-11  
Like “the overture to a great musical composition” Barry Webb
Featuring:
· Comfort (v1)

· Atonement (v2)

· The way of the LORD (v3)

· The glory of the LORD (v5)

· The power of his word (v8)

· The city of God (v9)

· Might and tenderness of the Saviour (v10-11)

NB cited by all four Gospels (Matt 3:3; Mk 1:3; Lk 3:4; Jn 1:23)
So what?
Learn from Isaiah, since we’re all prophets now
Hence Acts 2:14-21 (= Joel 2:28-32 “The day of the LORD”)
i.e equipped with the gospel we all have a “word from the LORD” to speak, about:
· Future judgment

· Present salvation

NB we too are commissioned – Matt 28:16-20; Jn 20:21
#3
THE SAVIOUR KING
The NT writers quote from Isaiah more than any other OT book.  Each of the Gospels makes it clear that to understand Jesus we need to go back to the prophecy of Isaiah because, as the Apostle John put it, “he saw Jesus’ glory and wrote about him”  (John 12:37-41).
Being God’s spokesman Isaiah wrote not only for his own day, but also for those who – hundreds of years later – would “see God’s salvation” as Simeon did (Lk 2:29-32).

e.g. Mark 1:1-3 = Isaiah 40:3

Two figures are portrayed in Isaiah and both are fulfilled in the coming of Jesus:

· The Everlasting King - x3 Royal portraits

See Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-16

Cf Matt 1:22; 4:15-16
· The Suffering Servant - x4  Servant songs

See Isaiah 42:1-7; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12

Cf Matt 8:17; 12:17-21
Matt 26:56 “all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled”.
Isaiah 12:1 - 6 

The joy of salvation

12:1
“On that day you will …

· say how grateful you are to God  (v1-2)

· tell how wonderful God is to others  (v4-6)
How has this come about?  
See 4th “Servant Song” 53:4-6 cf 1 Peter 2:21-25
12:3 
“… and you will…

· drink at the finest watering hole in the world -
see Is 55:1(= Jn 4:13-14; Rev 21:6 & 22:17)
NB a new Jerusalem...see 65:17-25 (= Rev 21:1-6)

     Ideas to digest:

· What it means to belong to God

· What it means to speak for God

#4
GOD’S BIG AGENDA

Isaiah 66:18-24

Introduction

A rescue story  … Gen 3 – Rev 22
God’s salvation

· Embraces all creation - see e.g. 11:6-9; 66:22

· Extends to all peoples – see e.g. 49:6; 66:20

66:18-24
1.    God is the missioner     66:18-19  
“I…I…I…”

Cf Gen 3:9-11; 12:2-3.
Two part strategy:
· Establishing “the sign”  (v19a)
cf Jn 3:14-16;8:28; 12:32-34
· Sending “the survivors”  (v19b)

cf Matt 28:16-20

2.    The church is the fruit of his mission     66:20


“brethren” (v20)
  cf Eph 2:11-22; Rev 7:9-10 

3. God’s glory is the goal       66:18-19
“…those who have rebelled against me” (v24)

cf Mk 9:47-48; Rev 20:11-21:5
Christ’s mission and ours
Picking up the NT links:
· Isaiah 61:1-2  

See Luke 4:16-21; Matt 11:1-6

· Isaiah 42:1-7

See Mark 10:45
· Isaiah 49:1-6

See Acts 13:47 cf Acts 1:1; 1:8
· Isaiah 53:6-8
See Acts 8:26-35

Questions to discuss

1.
What are the two central themes of Isaiah, and 
how do they relate to the gospel?

2.
Could you explain the gospel from Isaiah as Philip did?

3.
What have you learned about God and his agenda

for the world?  How ought this to affect the things you pray for?
An outline structure of Isaiah
A literary triptych


Style = Verse

Part 1

8thC BC

· Ch 1-12 

1st Commissioning 6:1-7

· Ch 13-27

· Ch 28-35

Enemy = Assyria




Style = Prose

“Hinge”

Ch 36-39

“Whom to trust?”

Style = Verse

Part 2

6thC BC

· Ch 40 -51

2nd Commissioning 40:1-11

· Ch 51-55

· Ch 56-66

      Enemy = Babylon







Jerusalem                                                                          				New Jerusalem


Fallen creation											New creation


Judgement												Salvation








