Luke 1:1-4

 1Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.

Acts 10:37-39
37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree,
John 14:26
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
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For further reading:
F.F. Bruce, The New Testament Documents: are they reliable?  IVP, 1981, the classic work on this subject, short and readable
Darrel Bock and Daniel Wallace, Dethroning Jesus: exposing popular culture’s quest to unseat the Biblical Christ, Nelson, 2007, more up to date, interacting with recent issues such as the gospels of Judas and Thomas, the Jesus tomb, etc.

‘Why Jesus?’
2. Because he is historical
Introduction

· a fake Jesus?
The truth about Jesus accurately written
· eyewitnesses (Luke 1:1-4, Acts 10:37-39)
· written sources
· researched and collected

· the work of the Spirit (John 14:26)

The truth about Jesus accurately relayed
· Haven’t the manuscripts changed?
	Work
	Oldest Manuscripts
	Number surviving

	Livy (59 BC-17 AD)
	4th Century AD
	27

	Tacitus (56-120 AD)
	9th Century AD
	3

	Suetonius (69-140 AD)
	9th Century AD
	200+

	Thucydides (460-400 BC)
	1st Century AD
	20

	New Testament (48-90 AD)
	c.100-150 AD
	c.5,700 in Greek, (plus more than 10,000 in Latin and more than 1 million quotations in the church fathers)


Source: Bock and Wallace, p51
· Didn’t the church decide which books to include?
Implications
· for the sceptic
· for the doubter
· for the committed






